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First of all, we want to wish our members, their families and friends a 
very HAPPY NEW YEAR...This Bulletin will only be two pages, so that it 
can be written, typed, printed and mailed to you at an early date. Its 
purpose is to call your attention to our Annual Dinner on the 29th. As 
of this writing, only some two dozen reservations have been made but we 
must have more. At the November meeting the more than 40 members who 
were present voted to have entertainment in place of a speaker, so please 
send in your reservations. A good turnout is necessary to make this event 
a success, so support your organization and send in your check for $12.75 
per person to Peggy Goldsmith, P.0. Box 427, Skokie, Ill., 60076. If for 
any reason you make a last minute decision to attend, call Peggy at 673- 
8514. Morris Bram, President of the American Israel Numismatic Association 
will be our guest and Lee Levin, magician extraordinary will entertain us 
with his program of feats of magic. 

RECAP OF DECEMBER MEETING : President Morris Goldberg opened the meeting 
and welcomed the guests. Harry Flower suggested that numismatic displays 
could and should be made available for use in Public Libraries and Banks 
in the name of INSI to promote and publicize our organization. (Apropos 
of this see note on page 2) Dues notices are being mailed with this copy 
of the Bulletin, but if you are one of those who has already paid his or 
her 1978 dues, please disregard this as the Bulletin mailing service does 
not have any way, at this time of knowing who has already paid the 1978 
dues...Dr. Goldberg then called for the election of the 1978 officers of 
INSI. He read the slate that was recommended by the Nominating Committee 
(published in the Dec. 1977 Bulletin) and then in accordance with the con- 
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stitution asked i£ there were any nominations from the floor. Two of the 
positions of the original slate received new nominations and in the course 
of the voting, these two were elected. So therefore, the elected officials 
of the Israel Numismatic Society for the year 1978, are, 


Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith 
Mr. Leo Hecht 
Mrs. Selma Kaplan 
Dr. Saul Needleman 


President 

1st. Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


We congratulate this group and wish each of them a successful and rewarding 
year. Their job could be made easier by membership cooperation, by attend¬ 
ing meetings, serving on committees, donating to our auctions etc...Then 
various ways to raise money other than by raising the dues, were discussed. 

It was decided to move up our donated auction to April, 1978. Please keep 
this in mind. Set aside Wednesday April 26th for participation and bring 
some items for this fund raising event...Next were the Exhibits. BEN ODESSER 
showed three tokens of Judaic interest, an FDR Mazel Token, a Jewish National 
Fund token 1902-37 and an Exodus token; HUGH PEARL brought a 59 mm. Stamp 
Exhibition Medal that had been awarded to his father in 1973; HARRY FLOWER 
had four different Hanukkah silver bars and 18 different Hanukkah elongated 
coins and the original coins from which they were rolled; SAUL NEEDLEMAN 
displayed a set of charity tokens and a 3" bronze medal of Samuel Gompers... 
The meeting then adjourned so that those present could enjoy the Hanukkah 
party. A Menorah with lighted candles added to the festive atmosphere. The 
goodies were super-many kinds of cakes, cookies and candies, along with hot 
chocolate, tea or coffee. It was a real nice party and those of you who were 
absent, sure missed an enjoyable evening. 


A SPECIAL NOTE: Two of our members have already initiated a program to pub¬ 
licize INSI. A Jewish-American Evening is being held on Wednesday, Jan¬ 
uary 26th at 7:00 P.M. at the Rogers Park Library, 6907 N. Clark St., Chicago, 
Illinois, a program consisting of Entertainment, refreshments and displays. 

And among the Arts and Crafts displays is one on Judaica, by INSI members, 

Saul Needleman and Dave Schecter. Admission is FREE. If you have the time, 
drop in and enjoy this "Ethnic Evening" at the Rogers Park Library. Among 
the treats are a series of dances by Fleix Fibich of Hassidic and Israeli 
types. 


ANOTHER SPECIAL NOTE: There will be a committee meeting on Wednesday, Jan¬ 
uary 25th at 8:00 P.M. at the Skokie Library. All former officers, new off¬ 
icers, board members and other interested INSI members, please attend. 

DONT FORGET the Annual dinner on Sunday January 29th. 
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Wednesday, February 22, 1978 at 8:00 P.M. 


RECAP OF JANUARY MEETING : Another INXI Annual Dinner Meeting has 
become history. To refresh your memory, the first INSI Dinner was 
held January 29, 1975 at the Kenilworth Inn in Lincolnwood, Ill. 

We hope to continue this series of annual social events for many 
years. 

The dinner at the Fireside Inn of Morton Grove was a great 
success. The service was excellent, the food was delicious and the 
general atmosphere was festive. Each place sitting was marked with 
souvenir red ribbon, inscribed "ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINO 
ANNUAL DINNER JAN. 29, 78." with a 5 agorot coin attached. (Thanks 
Stewart Koppel). Each couple was also given a snap-lok plastic cas< 
containing a replica of an ancient Jewish Shekel (See illustration) 


ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 



Ancient Jev/ish 
Shekel (Replica) 
Year 1 (66 C.E.) 


ANNUAL 

INSTALLATION 

DINNER 


JANUARY 29 
1978 



(Thanks to David Silverman and Harry Flower). 
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- 2 - 


We congratulate this group and wish them a successful and productive 
year. 

Dr. Saul Needleman took the floor and explained about our club's 
special awards. The most prestigious of INSI Awards is the Medal of 
Merit, only four of which have been awarded in our club's existence. 

The past receipients were Mr. Harry Flower, the late Dr. Alan Feinberg, 
Dr. Saul Needleman and Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith. Stewart Koppel was 
called forward to receive the fifth INSI MEDAL OF MERIT. Stewart, we 
congratulate you, you deserve this honor. 

Peggy then introduced Mr. Lee Levin, our entertainer of the even¬ 
ing. Although a young man, Lee has been "doing magic" for 15 years. 

His professional program was most interesting and astonishing. We 
all enjoyed his 'feats of magic'; it was a very enjoyable and entertain¬ 
ing evening. 

PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY: Here we have an opportunity to capitalize on the 
considerable talents of one of the most interesting and well informed 
members of the North Shore Coin Club. IRV HOLMES has a background of 
many years of experiences in the world of coin collecting and research¬ 
ing. He has put together a program of selections from these experiences, 
a program entitled "Numismatic Anecdotes". This, we will be privileged 
to hear. For a program, interesting and different, be sure to be at the 
meeting on February 22nd. 

THE INSI MARCH MEETING ; As in the past two years, we will have our 
March meeting in conjunction with the CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR. 
This event will take place at the Holiday Inn-O'Hare Kennedy, at Rose- 
mont, Illinois from March 10 to 12, 1978. Our March INSI meeting will 
be held in the Haneda International Room on Sunday, March 12th at 10:30 
A.M. An interesting program is being planned. Note that this is not 
our regular meeting date, but a special one so red-line your calendar 
for Sunday March 12th at 10:30 A.M. Plan ahead to spend the Sunday at 
Holiday Inn. 

THE INSI APRIL MEETING : Due to our urgent need for funds, the annual 
donated, auction will be held during the APril meeting. Reserve some 
worth while items for this important, and our only fund raising event. 

We particularly call on our members who do not regularly attend the 
meetings and our out-of-area members. We would appreciate any dona¬ 
tions they would care to make. Just send them along to INSI, Box 427, 
Skokie, Illinois 60076. 

INSI PRESIDENT APPOINTS 1978 BOARD: President Goldberg has appointed 
Mr. Aaron Kaplan and Mr. Robert Schwartz as 1978 board members. Mr. 
Stewart Koppel, as past president is an automatic member of this group. 

SADAT-BEGIN MEDALS : It has been the policy of the Editor to inform 
our members of new Judaic numismatic issues. Since the visit of 
President Sadat to Jerusalem, several medals have been issued to com¬ 
memorate this event. (1) Isracoin Inc., PO Box 1238, Station H, Mon¬ 
treal P.Q. H3G 2N2, Canada, has struck a lk" medal in bronze, silver 
and gold, each weighing 1 ounce, featuring the likenesses of Begin and 
Sadat and the Israeli and Egyptian flags; (2) Amanograf Ltd., 5 Bialik 
St., Tel Aviv, Israel, has issued a 59 mm. medal in four varieties; 
bronze, silver, silver plated and gold plated; (3) The Judaic Heritage 
Society, Suite 4011, 866 U.N.Plaza, New YOrk, N.Y. 10017, has issued 
Ik" medals in gold, silver and bronze, featuring Sadat and Begin shak¬ 
ing hands with the Egyptian and istaeli flags in the background. For 
prices and additional information, write to the issuing firm; (4) The 
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Franklin Mint has just issued its Eyewitness Commemorative Medal fea¬ 
turing Sadat and Begin shaking hands. The 39mm. Silver edition medal 
is only available to subscribers to the entire series. 

HANUKKAH COINS HAVE ARRIVED : Yes, the Israel Hanukkah Coins are here. 
Distribution will be made at the February meeting. Please attend so 
that you may pick up your order. Also, the 1978 IGCMC New Year "Season's 
Greetings" Tokens will be distributed. Every member and guest at the 
Frbruary meeting will receive a token. 

MAJOR NEW BOOK ON JUDAIC TOKENS AND MEDALS : An important new work, 

Judaic Tokens and Medals , by Sylvia Haffner, edited by Nathan Sobel, 
will soon be published by AINA. This book will cover the time period 
from Turkish Palestine to the present and will include world-wide issues. 
There will be an index, a glossary, bibliography, etc., with historical 
information, illustrations and catalog numbers. The tokens will be sub¬ 
divided into Canteen, Military, Charity, Community, German Sttlers, 
Cooperatives, Kibbutzim, Merchant and Historical. The Medals section 
will include Holocaust, Masonic, Military, Personalities, Sprts, Arabic 
Medals, Cities, Municipalities, Events and Public Affairs. The book 
of large format and approximately 450 pages, will be heavily illustrated, 
bound and gold-stamped. Pre-publication price prior to March 1, 1978 
is $20.00. After March 1, the price will be $25.00. Delivery will be 
approximately mid-May 1978. Order from AINA, PO Box 499 Fresh Meadow 
Station, Flushing, N. Y., 11365. (Telephone (212) 779-6160. 

NEW ISRAEL TRADE COIN : Mr. Shmuel Peled, Secratary General of the Bank 

of Israel in Jerusalem and acting director general of the Israel Gov¬ 

ernment Coins and Medals Corp. revealed the release of the new Israel 
10 Agorot aluminum coin in Israel (See Illustration). It is a new date 
^ of the regular 1960-76 Aluminum-bronze issues, 

/CTgjffiV except for the change in date and metal. The new 

t c °i n is 21.5 mm. in diameter, weighs 1.60 grams 

I m anc ^ is dated 1977 (5737 in Hebrew) . (Photo courtesy 
Samuel Laohmanm of Haifa and Coin World ) . 

INSI PERSONALS : A vote ofthanks to David Silverman who supplied the 
"shekels" used to make the souvenirs (see illustation on page one of 
this bulletin) that were distributed at our annual dinner. 

At the Chicago Coin Club (CCC) Annual Dinner held January 11, 1978, 
the installing officer was our own Stewart Koppel. The Literary Award 
was presented to Dr. Saul Needleman and Speaker's Plaques were awarded 
both Stewart Koppel and Saul Needleman. 

Harry Flower was the feature speaker at the February 8 meeting of 
the CCC. His subject was "Material Printed by the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing". 

Most of us know that George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Sholem 
Aleichem were born in February, but did you know that they shared this 
honor with our own Melvin Greenstein, Dr. E. Margoliash, Paul Moss and 
David Silverman. Best wishes. 



INSI OFFICERS AND BOARD FOR 1978; 

Dr. Morris Goldber, President 

Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith, 1st V. P. 
Mr. Leo Hecht, 2nd V. P. 

Mrs. Selma Kaplan, Secratary 
Dr. Saul Needleman, Treasurer 


Mr. Aaron Kaplan, Board Member 
Mr. Robert Schwartz, Board Member 
Mr. Stewart Koppel, Board Member 
Mr. Harry Flower, Bulletin Editor 
Mr. David Schecter, Bulletin Publisher 
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INSI BRIEFS 

JUDEA and the ROMAN EMPIRE - NERO 
by Dr. Saul B. Needleman 


Nero’s occupation with the theater and arts did nothing to quiet 
his fears as to his own personal security. Dissension in Rome con¬ 
tinued as it had from the time of Julius Caesar, between the Republic- 
oriented Senate and the forces promoting an empiratorial government 
centered around a stron and absolute emperor. Taking advantage of 
the divisions which existed in Rome, colony after colony revolted 
only to be quelled quickly-except for the revolt in Judea which lasted 
for four years ending only with the destruction of the Temple in 
Jerusalem. 

Nero became emperor at 10, having displaced Britannicus, the 
natural son of Claudius. For the first time, the reigning Caesar 
was disqualified by age from ruling. For several months, his mother 
Agrippina the younger was the effective ruler of Rome. This is re¬ 
flected in the coinage of Nero. Coins of Claudius, in his last years, 
portrayed the emperor on one side and Agrippina on the other. The^ 
first coins of Nero showed Nero and Agrippina on the same side facing 
one another- in positions suggesting equal rank. Moreover, Agrippina's 
name and honors appeared on the obverse while those of Nero were 
relegated to the reverse. By the second issue (55 CE) , Agrippinas 
position obviously weakened as her portrait was placed in the jugate 
position so that her head is partially blocked by that of her son. 
Nero's name now appears on the obverse. Thereafter, only Nero appears 
on his coins. 

Like those of Tiberius and Caligula, Nero's childhood is filled 
with disaster. Mutual elimination of possible rivals was an early 
order of business by each potential candidate. Only the death of 
Britannicus finally assured Nero of future office. With Nero's 
continued devotion to the theater, the gulf between himself and the 
Senate widened and this enabled Seneca and Burrus, as his advisors, 
and Agrippina, his mother, to govern Rome through a crucial period. 

The bronze coinage of this period portrays Nero with grandeur blended 
with realism. 

Nero divorced Octavia and married Poppaea. In the second decade 
of his reign, the peaceful dedication to the arts gave way to a time 
of troubles. Numerous plots to murder Nero led to the death of 
Calpurnius Piso, Seneca and others. Coins to celebrate Nero's 
safety are inscribed SECURITAS AUGUSTI (safety of the emperor) or 
show Jupiter the protector. 

Further plots on his life led Nero to deplete the ranks of the 
Senate through murder of the Senators and other conspirators. At once, 
revolts faced Nero in Judaea, in Spain (Galba), in France (Vindex), 
in Germany (Vitellius), in Britain (Boadicea) in Armenia and at home 
in the Senate. The Senate decalred Nero to be a public enemy and 
lacking the support of the troops, he stabbed himself to death on 
June 9, 68 CE. 


Sixth of a series. 
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CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR 
MARCH 10 - 12, 1978 
HOLIDAY INN - O’HARE/KENNEDY 
ROSEMONT, ILLINOIS 



at the HANEDA INTERNATIONAL ROOM 

Sunday, March 12, 1978 at 10:30 AM 


As in the last two years, we will have our March meeting in conjunction 
with the Chicago International Coin Fair, that will take place March 10- 
12, 1978. Please bear in mind that this meeting will replace our regular 
meeting usually held the 4th Wednesday of the month in the Skokie library 


THIRD ANNUAL CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR: The 1978 Chicago Inter¬ 
national Coin Fair promises to be one of the most exciting events in 
Chicago’s Coin Happenings. The main item will be a 95 dealer bourse 
with many of the world’s most renown professional numismatics in at¬ 
tendance. On display will be coins, currency, tokes and medaIs-virtuaI Iy 
covering the entire field of world numismatics. Featured w11 I be a superb 
auc-hon of world material to be conducted by Jess Peters,Inc., of Decatur. 
Illinois. The auction sessions are: Friday, March 10th at 7:00PM- 
Saturday, March Nth at 1:00PM, and again at 7:00PM to be held In'the 
Kennedy room. An educational forum is planned for Saturday,March Nth 
at 3:00PM in the Midway room. The moderator of thisevent will be William 
rettit. Competitive and non-competitive exhibits of world material will 
be on display. Applications for exhibits are available from your INSI 
officers. ' 


!! t ? S H OW promls ® s something for everyone.from the beginning 

Zl rltZ le = +or - T V n0t make I+ a FamI 'V at the Hoi iday 9 

n : I ka in a l r° ,n Convaa+lon and attend the INSI meeting at 10:30AM 

«oi^ Un M Y ^ arCh ! 2th - We s,nc9r8l Y believe that you will have a very 
enjoyable day. Some of the INSI members will have displays. A few of 

2! ZTZn P T + ° " ee ? '? +he hot#l coffae sh °P f ° r breakfast before 
the meeting. Everyone is Invited. If you care to loin meet in th« 
lobbyabout 9:00-9:30AM for the pre-meeting breakfast? 

PROSRAM TOR THE MARCH MEETING: There wlI I be a special program for the 
INSI Sunday morning m-eting of March 12th at 10:30AM. This proqram will 

+ r a a ? y +h * C -!-, Fair a " d will be of Interest to all! Tsure to 
attend and bring your friends. 







RECAP OF THE FEBRUARY MEETING: Dr. Morris Goldberg opened the meeting and 
welcomed the guests. After the treasurer’s report by Saul Needleman, Harry 
Flower discussed the new book, Judaic Tokes and Medals by Sylvia Haffner, edited 
by Nathan Sobel. Even though there are some shortcomings, Harry definitely 
recommends this publication as a must for the Judalca collector. It Is available 
from AINA., P.0. BOX 4999, Fresh Meadows Station, FIushing,N.Y. 11365 at a pre- 
publication price of $20.00 (after March 1,1978 It will be $25.00). Dr. Goldberg 
discussed the March meeting of Sunday,March I2thand urged all to attend. Peggy 
announced that a Board meeting will be held at the Skokie Library on Wednesday 
March 23, at 8:00PM. All officers, board members and other interested members 
should attend. 

Vice President, Leo Hecht took over and announced the exibltors. Ben Odesser 
displayed and told about six Interesting tokens. Five of these were Jewish charity 
andcontributlon tokes, and the other was a "jew Nickel," Saul Needleman, the 
next exhibitor, had several Philatelic covers with Israel stamps, each with the 
autograph of famous Israeli personalities. Including David Ben-Gurlon, Golda 
Melr, Yitzhak Rabin, Abba Evan, Moshe Dayan. This Is a current project for Saul 
as he is In the process of obtaining additional signatures. Harry Flower had the 
bronceand silver "Touro Medal", the ninth Issue of the "Jew!sh-Amerlean Hall of 
Fame" series. (See INSI bulletin of November,1977) Harry also had the special PNC 
issued by I NS of New York and INS of Brooklyn to commemorate their joint Chai-NS 
Banquet that took place Oct. 16, 1977 at the World Trade Center. The last exhibitor 
Aaron Kaplan, had a rare piece of Judaica: a picture of Queen Esther, hand made with 
the Hebrew words of the complete Megillah. This family heirloom had been a 
wedding gift to Ills grandparents. After the exhibits, there was a recess for 
refreshments. Our guest speaker of the evening was Mr. Irv Holmes, a numis¬ 
matist of many years. His talke of "Numismatic Anecdotes" was most interesting 
as he told of some of his collecting experiences. We enjoyed his stories and 
the accompanying display of coins and tokens. We thank Irv for coming to 
our meeting to present his program. 

THE INSI APR IL MEETING: This is just a reminder that our Annual Donated Auction 
will take place at our April 27, 1973 meeting. This event will be of the utmost 
importance as our club is urgently in need of funds. Please reserve Items 
for this donated affair and plan to attend and make purchases at the auction. 

Please remember, the Donated Auction on Wednesday April 27th. 

INSI Personals; Among our INSI birthdays for March are Norbet Jericho, Dr. LIppItz, 
Charlette Nagy and Richard Small. Also born In March were Albert Einstein, Paul Ehrlich 
Adolph Ochs and Cecil Roth. 


1978 INSI officers and board members: 
Dr. Morris Goldberg, President 
Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith, 1st V.P. 

Mr. Leo Hecht, 2nd V.P. 

Mrs. Selma Kaplan, secretary. 

Dr. Saul Needleman, treasurer 


Mr. Aaron Kaplan, board member 
Mr. Robert Schwarz, board member. 

Mr. Stewart Koppel, board member 

Mr. Harry Flower, bulletin editor 

Mr. David Schecter, bulletin publisher. 
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Yes, it is true--the April meeting will be our annual Donated Auction. 

We are hoping that this year’s auction will be the best ever! Your club 
is greatly in need of funds and we do not want to raise the dues. This 
is an appeal to our members to make worth-while donations, to attend this 
meeting and to bid on some of the items offered. We need the support of 
every member. Please try to cooperate and attend the April Auction meeting. 

What should you donate? Almost anything; it does not have to be numis¬ 
matic or Judaic. Any white elephant that you may have-- also, books, 
artifacts, paintings, proof sets, pens, wine, whiskey, a cake, or any¬ 
thing a fellow collector may want to buy. Of course, any duplicate 
coins, medals or tokens would be welcomed. 

Regarding this INSI Annual Event, we wish to state that 'Auction Time'' 
is "Fun Time". It is usually an evening of enjoyment and relaxation 
for all. Visitors are welcome, including children. Of course, we will 
have the displays with the mini-talks and refreshments. This should be 
a great evening--plan to attend with your family. Be sure to mark your 
calendar for the date- WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26th. The time is 8:00 P.M. 
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RECAP OF MARCH MEETING: Due to the emergency absence of our president 
Dr . Morris Goldberg, and to an out-of-state trip of 1st Vice President 
Peggy Goldsmith, Treasurer Saul Needleman chaired this meeting at the 
Holiday Inn-0'Hare/Kennedy during the Chicago International Coin Fair. 
After welcoming the members and guests, Saul introduced our Speaker 
of the Day, Mr. William Pettit. Bill is no stranger to us, we always 
welcome his talks. His subject was "Publications in Numismatics". 

Bill developed his talk starting with the first listings of ancient 
coins published in the 15th and 16th centuries. By the mid 1800’s, 
books on national coinages began to appear. In 1864 Madden's History 
of Jewish Coinage was published in London. Soon, dealer price lists began 
to appear and in 1891 the A.N.A. started publishing and a little later 
the A.N.S. started its program of monographs. In the 1940’s Wayte 
Raymond's publications appeared, then Whitman's Red Book and Blue Books . 
The came Friedenberg with his Gold Coins of the World , And so, on and 
on. Now there is no let up in numismatic publications, both in books 
and periodicals. Practically every single subject, general and special, 
is covered and the hobby has benefited tremendously. Bill's talk was 
both interesting and informative. His vast knowledge of the subject 
and the interesting manner in which he developed his program, made this 
particular program outstanding. We thank you Bill,; you are always 
welcome to speak at any of our meetings. 

Mr. Kenneth Bressett of Western Publishing Co., (Whitman) of Racine, 
Wisconsin was called on to speak. He was followed by Mr. Courtney 
Coffing of Coin World . To round out the program, Mr. J. J. Van Grover 
of New York City and Mr. William Rosenbloom of Denver, Colorado, spoke 
on the "Israel Coin Market today". Last, Mr. Art Blase, an authority 
on Mexican coinage briefly addressed the group. We thank all these 
people for an interesting and informative meeting. 

ANNUAL AINA COIN CONVENTION : The 6th annual Greater New York Coin 
Convention, held simultaneously with the American Israel Numismatic 
Association meeting, will take pplace on May 4, 5, 6, and 7th at the 
New York Sheraton Hotel. This convention will be AINA's most important 
event of the year. It will feature a bourse of over 100 dealers, a 
giant auction by Stack's Inc., and a Judaic auction by NASCA, an edu¬ 
cational forum and a vast exhibit of competitive and non-competitive 
displays in various categories, as well as a wide range of other activ¬ 
ities. This convention promises to be the gieatest yet. Give yourself 
a 4 day numismatic treat, come to the "Big Apple" and attend this 
exciting event. For more information, ask Ben Qdesser or Harry Flower. 
More details and advance registration may be obtained from A.I.N.A., 

P.0. Box 499, Fresh Meadows Station, Flushing, N.Y., 11365. 

INSI PERSONALS : As this week is a Jewish Holiday, we want to wish all 
our members the best Passover Greetings. 

Among those that attended the March meeting (Sunday the 12th) , was 
our own Bob Leonard. It sure was nice seeing him. I am sure that he 
knows that he is most cordially welcome anytime he is in the Chicago 
area 

Among those who won awards for their displays at the Chicago Interna¬ 
tional Coin Fair were our own Saul Needleman who won 1st place in the 
"Ancient Coins" category with his display of the "17 Caesars"; and 
Harry Flower with his display of "Medallic Tributes to Albert Finstein" 
in the "Topical" category. 

We welcome Sylvia and Ben Odesser from their AINA trip to Israel. Ben, 
we would appreciate a report on the trip at one of our meetings. 

INSI is fortunate. We have several, birthday celebrations this month. 

Among these are Robert Leonard, Sonera Needleman, Bernard Stern, Dave 
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Schecter, Marvin Small and Myron Tiersky. Our best wishes to all of you 
as well as to those of whose birthdays we do not have a record. 

NEW ISRAEL 30th ANNIVERSARY COIN : To be issued soon, will be the Israel 
30th Anniversary Commemorative coin in both silver and gold. The theme 

of the issue is "A People Reunited 
with its Land". The obverse depicts 
an olive tree with the words "Israel's 
Thirty Years" in Hebrew interwoven in 
its leaves. The reverse features the 
Israel State Emblem, the face value, 
"50 Lirot" and the word "ISRAEL" in 
Hebrew, English and Arabic; the year 
of issue "1978" and its Hebrew equiv¬ 
alent. The coin will be struck in 
.500 fine silver in B.U. and proof 
with a denomination of 50 lirot (pounds) and in .900 fine gold with a 
denomination of 1000 lirot. Subscribers will receive prospects and order 
forms during April. For additional information write Israel Government 
Coins and Medals Corp., 641 Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y., 10022. As 
of this writing, club order forms have not yet arrived, but these may 
arrive by the April meeting. 



NEW ISRAEL 50 POUND NOTE : Just recently released is this 140 x 76 mm. 
Yellow-green L50 note by the Bank of Israel. The face of the note 



features founding President Chaim Weizman facing forward, the Haifa 
Technologiacal School (Technion) in the background. The reverse 
depicts a Jerusalem gate. The note is dated 1973. Weizman also appeared 
on the L50 notes dated 1968. 


PROGRAM FOR APRIL : All of you know of course, that the qain part of 
this meeting will be devoted to our Donated Auction. In addition we will 
have a short business meeting, the usual exhibits and refreshments. We 
suggest that members bring items relating to Passover. Our meetings are 
more meaningful and interesting with these exhibits and their accompanying 
mini-talks. Let's have a large turn-out for this meeting and bring your 
guests. It is for your enjoyment as well as for the benefit of your 
club. 
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INSI BRIEFS 

PASSOVER and NUMISMATICS 
by Harry Flower 


Some of the Jewish Holidays, Festivals and Ceremonies have been 
commemorated numismatically. The Israel Government has issued Purim 
Coins, Hanukka Coins, Pidyon Haben Coins and Bar Mitzvah Medals. 

In several countries, Pidyon Haben "shekels" and Bar Mitzvah medals 
and tokens have also been privately issued; Purim tokens and Hanukka 
"gelt" tokens are found in many collections of Judaica. Silver bars 
or ingots to commemorate Bar Mitzvahs and in honor of Hanukka have 
been issued for several years. In 1970, the Judaic Heritage Society 
of New York issued the "Chai Ingot Collection" of silver bars. The 
fifth of this series was the "PESACH" issue. So-called "wooden: nickels" 
or "wooden shekels" have been issued as "Happy Hanukka" greetings. 

Rolled or elongated coins have been issued in honor of Hanukka and 
there was one Passover issue. 


As this is the month of Passover, this article will deal with 
Passover numismatic items. To this collector’s knowledge, there are 
only the elongated coin and the silver ingot that were issued to honor 
this Festival. 


In 1968, Ralph Jones designed and issued a Passover elongated. 
There were three varieties, rolled on 1960, 61 and 62 U.S. Lincoln 
cents. Curved across the top is "A HAPPY PASSOVER" and at the bottom 



"IN THE YEAR OF 5828". In the center is a scroll with the words 
"TEN COMMANDMENTS". On each side of the scroll is a Chalice and a 
Star of David. Type 1 (figure 1) has the tiny initials "RJ" at the 
right rim; Type II (figure 2) has the Hebrew words for "I took you 
out" just below each set of Chalice and Star of David and also the 
"RJ". Type III (figure 3) has the Hebrew inscriptions but does not have 
the engraver's initials. 


The "Chai Ingot Collection", a subscription series, started in the 
latter part of 1973, is a set of 18 silver bars, celebrating Jewish 
Holidays, Rituals, Ceremonies and Festivals. These beautiful silver 

proof pieces were designed and sculpted by Rina 
Rotholz, struck by the Franklin Mint in 1000 
grain sterling silver on 32 x 57 mm. planchets 
and issued by the Judaic Heritage Society of 
New York. Ingot No. 5 of this series (figure 4) 
is the Passover ingot. The obverse features 
Moses leading the Children of Israel out of 
Egypt, the Hebrew word "PESACH" above. The 
reverse is the common reverse for the series 
except for the English word "PESACH" in the 
center. 
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RECAP OF APRIL MEETING: 

President Morris Goldberg called the meeting to order, welcomed 
the guests and requested the Treasurer’s report from Saul Needleman. 

Peggy Goldsmith announced that she would accept club orders for the 
new silver BU, Proof and gold 30th Anniversary coins. Also available 
are the 1978 mintmarked trade coin sets. The AINA Convention was 
discussed. From our group, Harry Flower, Saul Needleman and Donald 
Oppenheim will attend. David Schecter who types, prints and mails 
the INSI Bulletins made a plea for articles for the INSI Briefs. 

This is the short article on Page four of the Bulletins. Anyone 
writing an article, please turn it in to Dave or Harry Flower, the 
Editor. Ben Odesser reported on the AINA Tour to Israel and passed 
around the medals that were distributed to each of the attendees. 

The official 1978 Tour Medal was completely new in a presentation 
case. Each of the men on the tour received a 58mm. AINA 10th Anniv¬ 
ersary medal beautifully enameled in color; the same design but in 
40 mm. size mounted on a chain, was presented to each of the ladies. 
Lastly, an overstruck 1978 IGCMC Season's Greeting^Token with the 
inscription "TENTH ANNUAL STUDY TOUR TO ISRAEL/ MARCH 16-30, 1978", 
was presented to each person present. Our thanks to Ben for a most 
interesting report. The exhibits were next, followed by a recess for 
refreshments. Then came the main event of the enening, the donated 
auction. As he has in the past, the the auction was called by Ben 
Odesser who performed as brilliantly as ever. We appreciate and thank 
him for his services. The total sales amounted to $71.50. We also 
want to extend our special thanks to all of those who contributed to 
the auction, as well as to those who made the purchases. Our special 
thanks to "Lucky Lou" Goldstein, a nun-member, for his donation and 
of course to David Goldsmith, the "runner". 

EXHIBITS : DAVID SCHECTER was the first exhibitor, and showed a German 

coin of the 14th century featuring a six-pointed star. The coin was 
from Sterngard and was issued by King Boleslav (1377-1400). STEWART 
KOPPEL exhibited the 1977 Assay Commission Medal. This medal, oval 
shaped, was struck in pewter and will probably be the last of the series. 
He also showed a most interesting item- a U.S. $1.00 note that had 
been fraudulently converted to a "$10.00" note by scotch-taping 10's 
from genuine bills to the corners. This note had been presented as one 
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in a bundle of ”10's’ and had passed a bank teller, who had iust riffled 
thru the package. I guess we had all better learn the faces on the 
different denominations. PEGGY GOLDSMITH exhibited a most interesting 
Passover item; an old. Passover plate that had belonged to Alvin's grand¬ 
mother. It had been made in England. The Hebrew inscriptions were in 
blue . 

Because this was "Holocaust Week" in the Chicago Area, HARRY FLOWER dis¬ 
played the famous Maurice 
Frankenhuis Medal "A Tribute 
to the 6 Million". (See INSI 
Bulletin of May 1975 for the 
illustration and article). 

Harry also displayed one of 
his recent acquisitions- "The 
Franklin Mint 1976 Nobel Prize 
Medal". This outstanding 50mm. 
Silver medal features the Nobel 
Laureates for 1976, for the 
first time all of them were 
Americans. Note .the number of 
Jewish recipients of this most 
prestigious award, which makes it a most important medal in a collection 
of Judaica. The last exhibitor, SAUL NEEDLEMAN showed five different INS 
club tokens that were overstrikes on IGCMC Seasons Greetings tokens. All 
these were similar to our own INSI 100th meeting token (See INSI bulletin 
Nov. 1977). This group of tokens is becoming a very interesting series 
of Numismatica Judaica. If you are interested, dont wait any longer to 
start collecting them as the number of pieces available is very limited, 
usually with a mintage of 100 pieces. 

THE 1978 AINA CONVENTION IN NEW YORK : This, the greatest AINA event of 
the year was a huge success. The INSI members who attended were Harry 
Flower, Saul Needleman, Donald Oppenheim and Robert Leonard. At the AINA 
Board meeting the newly elected board members were announced. These 
were: National: Sylvia Haffner, Fred Roganson and Edward Schuman; East 
Regional: Peter Moss; West Regional: Milton Fishgold; Mid-West R egional : 
Harry Flower. National officers were also elected at the meetingT Due 
to reasons of health, Morris Bram resigned his office as president of 
AINA. In the election that followed, Morris Bram was elected Chairman 
of the Board; Arnold Kagan is the new President of AINA, Ed Schuman is 
Executive Vice President; Stanley Yulish, Secretary; Sidney Olson, Treas¬ 
urer. --An important part of the convention were the competitive exhibits. 
Saul Needleman entered a 3 case exhibit of the "17 Caesars" and won 
BEST OF SHOW. This is a great honor for Saul and brings credit as well 
to our INSI. Congratulations, Saul. A report on the AINA Convention 
will be given at the next meeting. 

INSI PERSONALS; We are very happy to announce that Karen Barak, daughter 
of INSI member Donald Oppenheim, graduated as valedictorian from Roosevelt 
University. Congratulations to Karen and her family. 

We were very glad to hear that Sylvia Odesser is back at home after 
a short stay in the hospital. All INSI members join in sending her our 
best wishes and hope for a complete recovery soon. 

Check the May-June 1978 issue of your SHEKEL for the article on 
"Two Maverick Tokens" by our own Ben Odesser. 

Again, we want to congratulate Saul Needleman for winning "Best of 
Show" at the AINA Convention. Wait until you see the trophy! 
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ISRAEL PAPER MONEY : Interest in the collecting of Israel’s Paper 
Currency is on the rise. Due to this increased interest, we are 
reproducing the following ’’Trends’' as published in the May 10, 1978 
issue of COIN WORLD. This list was prepared by J. J. vanGrover of 
New York City, Sylvia Haffner of El Cajon, California, Charles Porter 
of Houston, Texas, and the team of Carl and Andrew Rosenblum of New 
Jersey. 


FRACTIONAL CURRENCY 

Date Denomination Signature Color VF EF Unc. 

1948 50mils - orange. 75.00 150. 275, 

1948 lOOmils - green. 75.00 150. 275. 

1952 50pruta Zagaggi-Kaplan blue-black. 30.00 75.00 175. 

1952 50pruta Zagaggi-Kaplan red-black. 30.00 75.00 175. 

1952 50pruta Zagaggi-Kaplan red-orange. 20.00 50.00 180. 

1952 50pruta Zagaggi-Eshkol red-orange. 20.00 50.00 150. 

1952 50pruta Neeman-Eshkol red-orange. 2.00 4.00 10.00 

1952 lOCpruta Zagaggi Kaplan green-black. 20.00 65.00 200 

1952 lOOpruta Zagaggi-Kaplan green-green. 15.00 50.00 150. 

1952 lOOpruta Zagaggi-Eshkol blue-green. 25.00 75.00 150. 

1952 lOOpruta Neeman-Eshkol blue-green. 2.00 4.00 10.00 

1952 lOOpruta Neeman-Eshkol Inverted signature. 500. 1,000. 3,500. 

1953 250Pruta Alef series without Menorah. 6.00 10.00 25.00 

1953 250 Pruta Alef series with Menorah. 125. 175. 225. 

1953 250 Pruta Bet series with Menorah. 7.00 11.00 25.00 

1953 250 Pruta Gimel series with Menorah left. 15.00 30.00 90.00 

1953 250 Pruta Gimel series with Menorah right. 18.00 50.00 115. 

ANGLO-PALESTINE BANK LTD. 

1948 500mils — gray. 35.00 150. 250. 

1948 1 lira — blue. 15 00 40.00 60.00 

1948 5 lirot — brown. 20.00 60.00 75.00 

1948 10 lirot - red. 30.00 60.00 200. 

1948 50 lirot — lilac. 3,500. 6,500. -R- 

BANKLEUMILE ISRAEL B.M. 

Serial Number 

1952 500 pruta gray-green-lt. blue. 35.00 150. 250. 

1952 1 lira olive-pink. 30.00 45.00 70.00 

1952 5 lirot brown-yellow. 40.00 80.00 100. 

1952 10 lirot gray-orange. 40.00 75.00 200. 

1952 50 lirot dk. brown-lt. blue. 350. 600. 1,200. 

BANK OF ISRAEL (ALEF ISSUE) 

1955 500pruta black. 6.00 15.00 25.00 

1955 1 lira black. 4.00 8.00 15.00 

1955 5 lirot black. 7.50 18.00 35.00 

1955 10 lirot black. 20.00 25.00 35.00 

1955 10 lirot red. 20.00 30.00 50.00 


BANK OF ISRAEL (ALEF ISSUE) 


Date Denomination Signature Color 

1955 50 lirot black. 

1955 50 lirot red. 

BANK OF ISRAEL (BET ISSUE) 

1958 ’'2 lira black. 

1958 1 lira black. 

1958 1 lira red. 

1958 1 lira brown-morse code. 

1958 5 lirot black. 

1958 10 lirot black. 

1958 10 lirot blue-morse code. 

1958 10 lirot red-morse code. 

1958 10 lirot brown-morse code. 

1960 50 lirot black. 

1960 50 lirot red. 

1960 50 lirot blue-morse code. 

1960 50 lirot green-morse code. 

1960 50 lirot brown-morse code. 

BANK OF ISRAEL (GIMEL SERIES) 


Crisp 

VF EF Unc. 
50.00 25.00 175. 

80.00 150. 250. 

1.00 2.00 3.00 

1.00 4.00 6.50 

1.00 4.00 6.50 

,50 1.50 2.50 

.75 1.50 5.00 

3.00 5.00 15.00 

3.00 5.00 15.00 

3.00 5.00 15.00 

1.00 3.00 6.00 

10.00 20.00 65.00 
10.00 20.00 65.00 
8.00 15.00 25.00 
8.00 15.00 25.00 
6.00 10.00 15.00 


968 5 lirot Einstein-black. 

968 5 lirot Einstein red. 

968 10 lirot Bialik black. 

968 10 lirot Bialik blue. 

968 10 lirot Bialik green. 

968 50 lirot Weizman black. 

968 50 lirot Weizman blue. 

968 100 lirot Herzl black-large numbers. 

968 100 lirot Herzl red. 

968 100 lirot Herzl black-small numbers. 

968 100 lirot Herzl brown. 

BANK OF ISRAEL (DALET SERIES) 


8.00 

6.00 

6.00 

18.00 

15.00 

50.00 

38.00 

30.00 

25.00 


973 5 lirot Szold black . 

973 10 lirot Montefiore black 

973 50 lirot Weizman green .. 

953 100 lirot Heal black. 

975 500 lirot Ben Gurion black 

977 50 lirot Weizman green. 


PROGRAM FOR MAY : As of this writing, our Program Chairman Peggy 
Goldsmith informs us that she is arranging for a representative 
from the Chicago Branch of the BANK LEUMI to be our 
featured speaker at the meeting on May 24th. We are 
promised a most interesting program, including a short 
history of this Israeli Bank, a resumi of its functions, 
and a comparison to our own Banks in these United 
States. This program promises to be a very interesting 
one and we urge that you attend. Bring your friends. 



There will be in addition, our regular monthly exhibits and 
the usual good refreshments. Again, come and bring a friend. 
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INSI BRIEFS 

THE CIVIL WARS - 69 C.E. 
by Saul B. Needleman. 


The Civil Wars in Rome were underway. Vindex in France (Gallia) 
revolted against Nero and drew support from Galba in Spain. Galba 
with the aid of Otho recruited an army and began his march to Rome. 

The revolt quieted suddenly with the death of Vindex and the appoint¬ 
ment of Galba as emperor. The proclamation of an emperor chosen by 
a provincial army outside of Rome signalled further decline of the 
Roman ruling class. But for the moment, happy with the removal of 
Nero, the people quickly confirmed Galba's appointment by the legions. 

Galba was not a descendant of the former imperial family. He 
hesitated to adopt the designation of IMPERATOR as a special prefix 
and he considered AUGUSTUS and CAESAR to be nothing more than the 
proper names of the former dynasty. Initially he used the title of 
IMPERATOR on his coins but abandoned its use somewhat later. Follow¬ 
ing his election by the Senate he decided to adopt the name of AUGUS¬ 
TUS and, shortly after, added CAESAR as well. Thus for the first time, 
these words were converted into titles of office. The reverse of most 
coins of Galba proclaim a revival of public confidence, liberty, con¬ 
cord and a rebirth of Rome. 

Galba successfully survived the reign of five emperors but at 
73 he was unable to bear the strain of office in his own right. In 
northern Germany the army revolted against Galba and in southern 
Germany, Vitellius was proclaimed emperor. Within Galba's Praetorian 
guard, Otho was publicly saluted as emperor while Galba i\ras executed. 

Otho was the first emperor selected from a family not of the 
aristocracy. To ingratiate himself with those who looked kindly upon 
the Julio-Claudian emperors, Otho added the name Nero to his own 
designations. 

Otho claimed he would not have opposed Galba unless his accession 
would be peaceful. Now he expected Vitellius to withdraw his claim 
to the throne. The German garrison already had begun to issue its 
own coins however - first without mention of Vitellius but later with 
his portrait and name. Even before Vitellius knew of Galba's death, 
two large forces of his set out for Rome. Galba's death did not stop 
their advance though their attention was turned towards displacing 
Otho. Each side tried negotiating with the other; each tried assasin- 
ating the other. 

By July, the eastern (Egypt, Syria, Judaea) legions had transferred 
their allegiance to Vespasian, the governor of Judaea. The legions of 
the Danube followed suit. By Decembei, Otho and Vitellius were dead 
and Vespasian became the undisputed Emperor. 


Servius Sulpicius Galba - emperor from May 68 to Jan 15, 69 C.E. 
Marcus Salvius Otho - emperor from May 68 to April 17, 69 C.E. 

Aulius Vitellius - emperor from Jan. 2, 69 to August 69 C.E. 

T. Flavius Vespasianus - emperor from July 1, 69 to June 24, 79 C.E. 


Seventh of a series. 
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The 108th general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois 
(INSI) will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, June 28, 1978 8:00 P.M. 

RECAP OF MAY MEETING : Due to the absence of President Goldberg, V.P. 

Peggy Goldsmith conducted the meeting. Saul Needleman gave the treas¬ 
urers report; it is a little bit better than it was a few months ago. 
Robert Greenstein suggested that membership application blanks be 
mailed with at least one issue of our Bulletin, to be used by the 
member to try to sign up a new member. This suggestion will be carried 

out as soon as possible. Good idea, Bob.-Harry Flower then spoke 

of the AINA convention in New York, and Saul Needleman completed the 
report of this event. It was a great convention with over 100 dealers, 
many excellent exhibits, an informative forum, a gala banquet that was 
preceded by a reception that was ’the best” (included two open bars). 

Best of all, Saul exhibited his ’’Best of Show” Award, a 3 ft>ot high 
trophy-really a beauty.-Our scheduled speaker of the evening, a rep¬ 

resentative from Bank Leumi, was unable to attend. Harry Flower presented 
the program. He brought and spoke on ten Judaic Numismatic items from 
his collection that he considers ”most interesting” and spoke about each. 
These were (1) the 1 ounce gold Hercules, issued in 1954 by the N. M. 
Rothschild and Sons Bank in Tangiers; (2) a gold Daric from ancient 
Persia that was used by the Jews in ancient times; (3) a coin-like 
silver ingot, silver dollar size, that was issued by the London Banking 
House of Samuel Montagu Co.; (4) a 2 inch moulded glass medallion, (made 
in Israel) with a Menorah in the center, intended to be worn as a charm; 

(5) a large cut out charm ”The Ten Commandments” also made to be worn 
around the neck (Made in U.S.A.); (6) A set of Esperanto coins or tokens 
with the likeness of Dr. Zamenhof (7) modern paper money from Nepal 
showing King Mahendra in uniform, his military hat bearing a ’’Star of 
David” emblem; (8) paper money from Iran, with abstract design of the 
reverse showing 6 pointed stars (these were recalled and were replaced 
with designs showing a 12 pointed star). Both types were exhibited; 

(9) a rare World War I medal, an American Jewish Medal given to non- 
Jews only. This medal was issued by the ’’American Jewish Relief Com¬ 
mittee for Sufferers from the WaT 1914 1918" (see The Shekel , March- 
April 1977 Page 82-83); and finally (10) what the speaker regards as 
the most beautiful medal in his collection, the 50 mm. proof "Silver 
Anniversary Medal' honoring the Proclomation of Independence of the 
State ~f Israel; a magnificent work of art featuring the Proclamation 
on one side and Menno Elkan’s Menorah on the other side. The medal 
was sculpted by Clara Weinerth and issued by the Art Mint of Forest 
Hills, New York. 
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EXrilBITS : In addition to various items from the AINA Convention, Saul 
Needleman had two medals, GLi\ESIS and EXODUS, issued by the ’laccabee 
Mint of New York and struck by Medallic Art Co. Saul also had an 
album of Israel trade coins and a bond issued by the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment in Palestine. 

Lou Nagy exhibited 8 gold coins from Israel. These are real 
beauties and should be in every collector’s collection! 

Sanford Aronin had an interesting exhibit of Judaic buttons. 

These varied in size from IV' to about 3", each with a different 

subject matter. As Sandy pointed out, it sure is a lot cheaper than 

collecting silver medals. 

PROGRAM FOR JUNE : As of this writing, the program for June has not 

been finalized. Peggy informs us that there will be a program; and 

of course, the usual "show and tell" and refreshments. Why not bring 
a couple of your numismatic goodies and show them to your fellow 
members. And as long as you are "bringing", bring somebody else 
also. Bring a friend, he or she may enjoy it. 

INSI PERSONALS : We have just learned that Sylvia Odesser who had 
decided to spend part of her vacation in the Skokie Vally Hospital, 
was dissatisfied with the cooking there and decided to go home, where 
she now is. She reports that she is well on the road to recovery. 

And this is or course, the best news of all. We look forward to 
seeing you again Sylvia,at our meetings. We can always stand a few 
more rays of sunshine. 

THE ONLY JUNE BIRTHDAYS that we have in our records are June babies, 

Leo Hecht, Nate Lomansky and Robert Schwartz. We extend our best 
wishes to all of them on the happy event. We do not have a complete 
listing of our member’s birthdays. Would you please pass this bit 
of information on to the Editor. Thanks. 

JUDAIC HERITAGE SOCIETY ISSUES BEGIN MEDAL : In keeping with our policy 
of reporting new issues that are of Judaic interest, here is "A 

Medallic Tribute to Menachim Begin, 

Prime Minister of Israel". This high 
relief medal, created by Mico Kaufman, 
features Begin facing left. In the 
background is a map of Israel including 
the administered territories and the 
portraits of Golda Meir and David Ben- 
Gurion. This medal is the 12th and last 
in the subscription series, "The Medallic 
History of the Jewish People In Our Time' . 
The medal was struck in three forms, all 
of them 39 mm. in diameter, numbered and 
hallmarked on the rim. It is available 
in 14 karat gold (mintage limited to 
120) at $495.00; in .999 fine silver 
(mintage limit of 5,000) at $35.00 each, 
and in solid bronze (mintage limit of 
10,000) at $14.00 each. To order, or 
for a brochure, write to Judaic Heritage Society, Suite 4011, 866 U.N. 
Plaza, New York, N. Y. , 10017. 
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AMERICAN 

ISRAEL 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION. 



STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF A.I.N.A. 


ANNUAL EVENTS OF AINA 

• Seminars in most major nu¬ 
mismatic conventions 

• Convention, seminar and 
workshop at AINA's own na¬ 
tional convention 

• Traveling exhibits and audio¬ 
visual shows shown at local 
INS clubs 

• Annual Study Tour to Israel 
in the Spring. 


Founded in 1967, the American Israel Numismatic Association has now 
grown to include thousands of members from countries all over the world. 
Dedicated to the advancement of the knowledge of ancient and modern Israel 
coins, medals and numismatic items, the Association s affiliated clubs have 
conducted hundreds of meetings and issued thousands of mailings. AINA 
regularly publishes a quarterly scholarly publication, THE SHEKEL in order to 
increase the knowledge of its members and to provide a forum in which mem¬ 
bers and friends may meet and exchange views with fellow collectors. The 
Association has affiliated clubs in most large cities of the U.S. and Canada and 
serves individual members through a variety of mail services plus an annual 
AINA convention, seminars at most other major numismatic events and an 
annual study tour to Israel. If you seek to benefit from the knowledge and lore 
of Israel's numismatics, you are invited to join. 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The American Israel Numismatic Assn. 

P.0. Box 499, Fresh Meadows Station 
Flushing, N.Y. 11365 

.19. 


I hereby apply for membership in A.I.N.A. I enclose my check 
for $8.00 annual dues; life membership $125.00. 


NAME_—- 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_.STATE_ZIP. 


1 



J 
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INSI BRIEFS 

A PORTRAIT OF A JEWISH HERO 

JOSEPH TRUMPELDOR was born in Pyatigorsk in 1880 and received an 
early religious training before being sent to a Russian Municipal School. 
Since as a Jew, he could not attend high school, he studied dentistry. 

In his early youth he was strongly influenced by the philosophy of 
the collective commune as practiced by some Tolstoyan settlers near his 
home town. In his mind, this ideal became intertwined with his concept 
of Zionism; the establishment of agricultural communes in Eretz Yisroel, 
which, if necessary, would be defended by armed force. 

At 22, he was drafted into the Army and sent to Port Arthur. The 
training he received served him in good stead in later life. While on 
a dangerous mission in the Russo-Japanese War, he was severely wounded 

and his left arm had to be amputated. Upon recovery, he 
asked to be returned to the front, altho he had a Tight 
to be demobilized. His request was granted and in a 
special order of the day he was promoted to the rank of 
a non-commissioned officer, an event almost unheard of. 

When Port Arthur surrendered, he was transferred to a 
POW camp in Japan, where, while he worked for the general 
welfare of all the prisoners, he paid special attention 
to the Jews amongst them. He organized a group of Jewish 
soldiers whose aim was to go to Eretz Yisroel and estab¬ 
lish an agricultural commune there. When he returned to 
Russia, he entered the law faculty of the University of 
St. Petersburg, a privilege granted him only, because of 
his status as a returning war hero. 

In 1911, together with a commune he had organized, Trum- 
peldor went to Palestine where he worked in various kib¬ 
butzim and participated in the defense of Jewish settle¬ 
ments in the Lower Galilee. When World War I broke out, 
he was deported to Egypt because he refused Ottoman citizenship. There, he 
established a Legion of Volunteers, which developed into the Zion Mule Corps, 
a division of the British army. He regarded this as a first step in the 
establishment of an independent Jewish Military Force in a forthcoming 
Jewish State. The Corps performed valiantly, Trumpeldor acting as deputy- 
commander . 

After the War he went to London, where he joined Vladimir Jabotinsky 
in efforts to establish a Jewish Legion among Russian Jews in England, using 
Zion Mule Corps veterans as a nucleus. Later, he went back to Russia, hoping 
to persuade the Provisional Russian Government to form Jewish regiments in 
the Russian Army. He hoped they would be sent to the Caucasus, from where 
they could break thru to Eretz Yisroel to form an active Jewish army. After 
the October Revolution he received permission to form a Jewish regiment whose 
prime purpose would be to combat the massacre of Jews in Pogroms, but this 
plan was cancelled when Russia signed the peace treaty with Germany in Janu¬ 
ary of 1918. The regiment was disbanded. 

In 1919 he returned to Eretz Yisroel where he proposed among other 
things, the establishment of a single unified labor organization to absorb 
the new pioneering immigration he envisioned. When news arrived of the 
attacks on Jewish settlements in the Upper Galilee by Arab rebels, he was 
asked to organize defense groups. This he did. On March 1st, 1920, Tel 
Hai, where he was at the time was attacked by a large number of armed Arabs. 
In the ensuing battle he received a severe stomach wound that proved fatal. 

In his honor, some of his friends established a new settlement at the 
foot of Mount Gilboa and named it Tel Yosef, in his honor. Thus the 
memory of a distinguished Jew lives on. 
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JULY 1978 


B U L L E T I N 


P.O. Box 427 
Skokie, Ill., 60076 


The 109th general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of 
Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 


SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Street 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, July 26, 1978 8:00 P.M. 


It is mid-summer, and as occurs often at this time of the year, 
attendance drops off somewhat. But if you are at home on the 26th, 
be sure to come to this INSI meeting. Some surprises are in store 
for you. At the Board of Directors meeting held July 5th, positive 
action was taken to make ALL the meetings more attractive and more 
interesting. First of all, there will be free door prizes, and all 
who attend will have a chance to win a worth-while prize. Secondly, 
we will have a coin dealer at a table offering worth-while coins of 
the entire world. Because we know that there are many members who 
attend meetings, hoping to find something to add to their collections, 
the board has taken this step. Initially, this will be our own Lou 
Nagy, and for anyone who has ever seen his selections, nothing more 
need be said. All buying and/or selling will be conducted before or 
after the regular meeting and no business will be conducted during 
the course of the meeting. So, we reccommend that you come a bit 
early. And finally, a series of mini-raffles will be held. These 
are a great deal of fun, and as a sideline, help along the treasury. 
INSI can use it. And of course, there will always be a fine program, 
the "Show and Tell", and of course refreshments. That should give 
you some idea of what is in the works. Let us know how you feel about 
it. And- BRING A FRIEND. 

PROGRAM FOR JULY: Our program this month, will be given by one of 
our own. This member has given us a number of programs in the past, 
all of which have been well received and he promises that this one 
will be one of his best. We are purposely not naming him to entice 
you a bit. So, if you want to see and hear a real dilly of a program, 
come along on the 26th. 

RECAP OF JUNE MEETING: Our speaker for the evening was Yeshayahu 
HarEl whose subject was the problems of interaction between the two 
dominant elements of the population of Israel, the Sephardi and 
Ashkenazi groups. In the past there has been considerable friction 
between these two elements. However the past few years have seen a 
considerable lessening of the friction and at this time the rate of 
intermarriage between these two groups is as high as 707 o , a figure 
which contributes greatly to increased harmony. His talk was most 
interesting and informative and all of us learned a great deal. We 
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are planning more of this type of program, one which covers the broad 
scope of Judaica, but which is not strictly numismatic. Let us know 
how you feel about this. 

EXHIBITS: SANDI ARONIN brought a most interesting series of post¬ 

cards of Israel, dating back to World War I times. We must commend 
Sandi for the interesting nature of the material that he exhibits, 
showing us that interesting items of Judaica need not be expensive. 
Thanks a million, Sandi....NORB JERICHO showed a medal commemorating 
the 3rd anniversary of the State of Israel, together with an attached 

cloth strip with his own name on it.DAVE SCHECTER brough along a 

cut out from the Jerusalem Post (see new issues) about the new 5 Lirot 

Israel coin and discussed its impact on the Israeli economy.DICK 

ELKINS showed an interesting Papal Medal with Judaic significance. 
Altho none of us were able to help much about it, we will see what we 
can do about it. 




ISRAEL TO STRIKE NEW 5 Lirot COIN: For the first time Israel is 
striking a 5-Lirot (5 Israeli pounds) coin in cupronickel. This new 

coin is 30mm in diameter 
and weighs 11.2 grams. The 
obverse will feature the 
"lion seal of Shema", also 
known as the "Roaring Lion 
of Megiddo" (illustration 
courtesy Jerusalem Post) 

This was originally the seal 
of Shema, governor of ancient 
Megiddo under Jeroboam II, 

King of Israel 787-747 B.C.E. 
Below in large Hebrew letters 
is the word ISRAEL and the same 
also appears along the left rim 
in both Arabic and English. 

The State emblem is in the field above. The reverse features a large "5" 
with "lirot Yisraelot" in Hebrew below; in the exergue, the Hebrew date 
"5738". On each side is an eight-pointed starburst. This coin was designed 
by Nathan Krep of Jerusalem, the dies were prepared by the Swiss Federal 
Mint in Bern, and the coins are being struck at the Israel State Mint in 
Jarusalem. 


IGCMC TO ISSUE FOUR MEDALS IN 1978: The June issue of Israel Business 
reports that at least 4 new 59 mm bronze medals are expected to be issued 
this year by the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation (IGCMC). 

The subjects of these are to be (1), the opening of the Diaspora Museum 
in Tel Aviv, a major new museum dedicated to preserving the story of the 
centuries of wandering of the Jewish people; (2), the successful completion 
of 30 years of growth of Israeli exports; (3) a Food Industry medal; and 
(4), the 75th Anniversary of Israel's Teachers Union. 

INSI PERSONALS: Did you like the INSI Brief Article "A Portrait of a 
Jewish Hero" in the June INSI Bulletin? As a point of information, it 
was written by Dave Schecter. He promises us that this is only the first 
of a series. If you have any suggestions for names to be included, drop 
us a line. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY wishes for July are in order for Aaron Kaplan and Joseph 
Sporn. They share these with Emma Lazarus and Marc Chagall. Not bad 
company. 
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ISRAEL MUSEUM TO ISSUE ART MEDAL SERIES: Dr. Ya'akov Meshorer, numis¬ 
matic curator of the Israel Museum, Hakirya, Jerusalem, has announced 
the annual release of a 45mm medal, of which the bronze issue will be 
available only to museum visitors. The silver edition, limited to a 
maximum of 700 pieces, will be available by mail. The first issue, 
already struck in bronze, (illustration courtesy COIN WORLD), depicts 


the ancient Hebrew seal 
of Ya'azaniahu Eved 
Hamelech. The seal 
most of the reverse of 
the medal. Curved around 
the entire rim of the 
medal is the inscription 
both in Hebrew and in 
English, "SEAL OF YAAZANIA- 
HU SERVANT OF THE KING, END 
OF THE FIRST TEMPLE PERIOD". 
The obverse of the medal 
will be standard for all 
issues. It is a view of 
Museum Hill in Jerusalem 
as seen thru the abstract 



shapes of the emblem of the Israel Museum. This design is the work of 
Natan Karp. At the top, curved about the rim, is "Israel Museum, 1978" 
both in English and in Hebrew. The reverses of the medal will be changed 
each year to conform to the new subject. The Ya'azaniahu medal will be on 
sale until December 31st, 1978. The museum will then destroy the reverse 
die and melt any unsold pieces. The next medal will go on sale January. 
1st, 1979. The serially numbered silver medals (from 1 to 700) are avail¬ 
able from the Israel Museum, Hakirya, Jerusalem, Israel. Unfortunately, 
we do not have information as to prices at this time. We suggest, that 
if you are interested, you write directly. We hope tho, to have this 
information for all of you in the next issue of the BULLETIN. 

AN OPEN LETTER to the membership as well as to any other reader of this 
bulletin. 

I believe that the purpose of INSI is more than to just inform you about 
the new coins and medals being issued by the State of Israel. I believe 
that Judaica is a far more inclusive term, and that information and edu¬ 
cation about Jews and Jewish history is legitimate and publishable. Some 
do not agree. It is with this in mind, that the series about Jewish heroes 
and heroines has been started. But I do not want to be the only one who 
does anything. There is a lot of brains out there and I should like to 
see it put to use for the benefit of INSI and the readers of its BULLETIN. 
What I am trying to do is get YOU involved. If you feel that you cannot 
write an article, at least submit names or subjects in which you are in¬ 
terested. We will do the researching and the writing. After all, this 
is YOUR bulletin as much as anyones and you might as well get some of the 
satisfaction of knowing that some little bit of it is directly due to 
your effort. And this same applies to other INS groups who are getting 
this bulletin. Do you, or any of your membership find it of any interest? 
If you do, or if you don't, let us know. We are trying to broaden the 
scope of this bulletin so that it will be more than just a listing of 
the names of our membership who do something. I hope that I have trod 
on some tender corns. That was my purpose. 
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INSI BRIEFS 

A PORTRAIT OF A JEWISH HEROINE 


by Dave Schecter 


HANNAH SZENES was born in 1921 in the city of Budapest, the daughter 
of Bela Szenes, a Hungarian poet of some note. Altho the child of 

an assimilated family, she became very early, aware 
of the particular problems of Hungarian Jewry, since 
her early childhood occurred during a period of most 
disasterous inflation in Hungary and she experienced 
the fact that for this, as well as for many other 
things, Jews were often blamed. 

By the time she was thirteen years of age, she was 
already keeping a detailed diary, filled with entries 
with a content far beyond those of a child of her 
years. Early in life she exhibited a remarkable 
ability with words. 



At thirteen, she joined the Zionist movement, and here, as with every¬ 
thing that she did, she became an ardent Zionist. In 1939, at the age 
of 18, she went to Palestine where she joined the Kibbutz Sedot Yam. 

All this time, in addition to keeping up with her diary, she was writing 
poetry of remarkable sensitivity. 

In 1942, at the age of 21, she joined the parachute division of the 
Hagana and soon was dropped into Yugoslavia, where she served with 
several partisan groups, always with distinction. 

Recognizing that they were fighting a losing battle, the German Army 
in 1944 became particularly vicious in its treatment of "undesirables 
as they classified Jews, gypsies and other minority groups. Their 
treatment of the Jews of Hungary was especially brutal and news of 
what was happening to her coreligionists in her home country affected 
Hannah Szenes most strongly. She petitioned the Hagana command to 
send her to Hungary, to get her some sort of job that could help the 
Jews there as well as help sabotage the German war effort in that 
country. E-,rly in J u ne of 1944, she was parachuted into Hungary. 

But fate did not give her much time to do anything since she was captured 
by the Germans in Budapest on June 7th. Their treatment of her was most 
brutal. Throughout her confinement she was subjected to a series of 
tortures, all of them designed to get her to reveal the names of some 
of her cohorts. All of these efforts failed, and on November 7th, of 
1944, at the age of 23, she was executed. 

In 1950, her remains were returned to Israel and she was interred on 
Har Carmel where she rests among many of her Hagana friends. 


Many of her poems, aa well as her diary, translated into English, was 
published in 1971. 

This medal, No. 102 in the series "Medallic History of the Jewish 
People" has been issued by the Judaic Heritage Society. The information 
in the above article comes from the Jewish Encyclopedia. 
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P.O. Box 427 
Skokie, Ill., 60076 


The 110th general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois 
(INSI) will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5212 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, August 23, 1978 at 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM; Peggy has arranged for a set of AINA slides for the August 
meeting. This showing is called "Judaic Portrait Medals" and is 
based on the 1976 award winning exhibit by Harry Flower. This slide 
program was developed by Stanley Yulish and Ray Nolan of INS of 
Cleveland. We are told that it is a most interesting and historically 
important summary of world Jewry as medallically produced by the 
French Mint in Paris. 

For those interested in Judaica and its Numismatics, this program 
is a must. We know you will enjoy this showing. Bring your friends 
to the Skokie Library on the evening of August 23rd. There is of course, 
no charge, there is plenty of free parking space and there will be our 
regular program of refreshments. We hope there will be a good turnout 
for this program. 

IN MEMORLAM: July of 1978 will always be recalled with great sadness 
by ail the members of INSI because on the 29th of that month, we all 
lost a great and good friend, Sylvia Odesser. To all of us who knew 
her, she was a bright ray of sunshine, always wearing her smile, and 
never other than cheerful. She was a great person and a true friend. 

We shall miss her. Our condolences to her husband Ben, and to all 
her family. 


AINA LUNCHEON AT ANA CONVENTION IN HOUSTON : The Texas INS will host a 
special AlNA luncheon during the convention. Morris Bram, AINA’s 
Chairman of the Board, will be master of ceremonies. There will be a 
special overstruck AINA medal for all who attend. We urge any of our 
members at the ANA Convention to be sure to attend this AINA event. 


WHY-NO JULY BULLETIN ? As always happens, this bulletin is a last minute 
thing. This time we ran into the problem of equipment breakdown and 
production of the bulletin was delayed beyone the time when mailing it 
would have been of any use. BUT, better late than never, and it is 
enclosed with this bulletin. Sorry. 










JEWISH KINGDOMS AFTER THE SECOND REVOLT -135 to 1948AD 
by Dave Schecter 

Apparently, many persons are under the impression that the only 
Jewish State that has existed since Biblical times in the State of 
Israel which came into being in 1948. As with many impressions, this 
too, is a false one. 

Back in the 7th century there was a Kingdom of Turkish people in 
the south of Russia between the Black and Caspian Seas. Sometime about 
800 AD, their ruler Bulan decided that the polytheism they were prac¬ 
ticing was unsatisfactory and that their deistic requirments might much 
better be met by a monotheistic religion. After shopping around between 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism, he decided on the latter and the Khazars 
became Jews and strict Orthodox Jews at that. This Jewish Kingdom lasted 
for several hundred years. Their coinage remains a mystery, altho there 
is no doubt but that coins were issued since they controlled silver mines 
in the Caucasus and used the metal to pay their troops. Their coins were 
in imitation of the Arab coins of the day because of the Biblical injunc¬ 
tion against striking graven images of any of God's creations. But to 
this date very little is known about their coinage. 

One of King Solomon's wives was a Kushi, a princess of Ethiopia, 
who, when she came to Jerusalem to be married, brought with her a large 
retinue, many of whom married with Solomon's Jewish subjects. When the 
King died, his Kushi wife returned to Ethiopia with her retinue as well 
as many of the people they had married and their offspring. Thus, the 
Jewish Falasha Kingdom was born. At its height, it included 1/3 of 
Ethiopia. This Jewish Kingdom lasted for over a thousand years but was 
terminated in the 17th century when its ruler, Gideon, was killed in battle. 
That they issued coins, while questionable, is very likely. In all prob¬ 
ability the same restricions that existed among the Khazars would apply. 
These Falasha Jews, altho greatly decreased in number, still exist in 
Ethiopia and practice the faith of their forefathers. 

Another Jewish Kingdom was that of Himara whose King Abu Kariba 
converted to Judaism about 500 BC. His son Zorach took the name Joseph 
when he converted. By decree the entire Kingdom was converted to Judaism. 
This Kingdom tho, had a very short life, some thirty years only. An in¬ 
teresting postscript is the fact that the descendants of this Kingdom 
were the subjects of "Operation Magic Carpet", who were relocated to 
Israel in 1949-50. 

Still another was the Jewish principality of Mahoza, a city in 
Babylon whose inhabitants were all Jews, which rose in rebellion in 
the 6th century and lasted for seven years on the shores of the Tigris 
until conquered by the Persians. 

An anomaly in "Jewish Kingdoms" might be said to be that established 
by Julius Popper, a Jewish Rumanian adventurer in Tierra del Fuego at the 
southernmost tip of Argentina in the late 1880's. He issued two gold coins 
in 1889. His 1 gram coin "El Paramo" (a high cold region in Spanish) 
and the 5 gram coin was called "Lavaderos se Oro del Sur" (washings of 
gold of the south). His "Kingdom" lasted until 1893 when an expeditionary 
force sent by the Argentine government srrested him and ended his Kingdom. 


Ref: Friedenberg- Jewish Minters 
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The 111th general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois 
(INSI) will be held at the 


SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 


Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, September 27, 1978 8:00 P.M. 


SUMMER IS OVER-the fall season is upon us-school for the kids, the 
holidays are coming, most vacations are over, etc., etc.... Now is 
the time to get serious and support your INSI by attendance and^ 
participation...To make more of our "4th Wednesday of the month ' 
meetings. The more that attend, the more that "show and tell" their 
exhibits, the more interesting and informative a meeting. And for 
this month, we really have something special. 

THE PROGRAM for September is a slide and talk show by Rabbi Norman 
Berlat, resident Rabbi at Lutheran General Hospital. He will show 
slides of items from the collection of the Jewish Museum in New York 
concerning the life cycle of the average Jewish family of Biblical 
times, as portrayed by artifacts uncovered by the efforts of various 
a chaeological expeditions in the Holy Land. Those of us who remember 
Rabbi Berlat from his pr-evious visits to INSI as program speaker, know 
that we can look forward to a tremendously interesting evening, for those 
who have never hears him before, you have a treat in store. Come and 
bring your friends. 

RECAP OF AUGUST MEETING: President Morris GOldberg started the meeting 
by welcoming our guests. Harry Flower brought up the idea of an INSI 
10th anniversary medal. This was discussed and tabled for future con¬ 
sideration. Dr. Goldberg asked that the Officers and Board Members stay 

after the regular meeting for a Board Meeting.Then came the exhibits; 

Saul Needleman showed an album page of 18 of the recent INS overstruck 
medals. These are the new designs that were overstruck on Israel Govern¬ 
ment Coins and Medals Corp. Seasons Greetings Tokens. This series of 
Judaic medals are now very popular and any members considering this new 
collectible series should not wait to get started. Some of them are 
already quite rare. Saul also had a facsimile of the Israel Declaration 
of Independence that had been autographed by one of the original signers. 
Harry Fiower showed the set of 12 medals, recently completed, that were 
issued by the Judaic Heritage Society of New York. These were the 39mm. 
silver series "The Medallic History of the Jewish People in Our Time".... 
...For the benefit of those who did not have a copy, Harry brought along 
the recent book Judaic Tokens and Medals by Sylvia Haffner and edited by 
Nathan Sobel. This useful book is available from AINA, PO Box 370, Boca 
Raton, Florida 33432. The price is $20.00.....Because the program of the 
evening was on the subject of Judaic medals of the French mint, Dave 
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Schecter brought along a large 130mm. medal commemorating the MaHaRal 
of Prag, Reb Yehuda Leib showing his creation "The Golem". This very 
interesting and historical medal was first pictured and discussed in 
your INSI Bulletin of September 1973. 

After a recess, during which refreshments were served, the meeting was 
resumed for the PROGRAM. This consisted of a series of slides and ex¬ 
planatory material on JUDAIC PORTRAIT MEDALS issued by the French Mint. 

The photography was excellent, every picture was crystal clear and in 
color. The commentary was read by Aaron Kaplan and a fine job he did. 

Our thanks to Peggy and Aaron and especially to Ray Nolan of Cleveland 
and the AINA audio visual service for making this fine program available 
to us. 

INSI PERSONALS: Ben Odesser and Lou Nagy attended the ANA Convention in 

Houston and we look forward to hearing their report on this event. 

Our thanks to Dick Elkins for sending the meeting notices to several 
north side papers...Your efforts are producing results-keep up the good 
work.....At a TAMS meeting at the ANA Convention in Houston, our good 
firend Arlie Slabaugh was elected President and our own Ben Odesser was 
re-elected to the board of that organization. Congratulations! Also, 
at this meeting, the TAMS Board voted to donate $100.00 to the Israel 
Emergency Fund in the memory of Sylvia Odesser.....Member HARRY YALOWIEC 
has recently opened "Harry's Israeli Gift Shop" at 3914 W. Dempster St., 
in Skokie. (679-2360). He stocks religious items, cards, glassware, 
rings, Disney Israeli games, boutique items, jewelry and a host of other 
things. We wish Harry success in his new enterprise. Why not visit him 

when in need of a gift?.Among the visitors at our last meeting were 

Mr. and Mrs. M Widrevitz, who liked our group ao well, the joined us. 

We welcome them as members of INSI. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO Pearl Greenstein, Peggy Goldsmith, Lea Levy 
and Sheldon Lurie, even tho we are a little late. You ahare August 
birthdays with Judah P. Benjamin af Confederate States of America fame 

and with Barnie Baruch, advisor to many Presidents.Our September 

birthday celebrants include Abe DeKoven, George Jaske^icz and Saul Needle- 
man. Did you know that George Gershwin, the great American composer was 
also born in September? Lots of talent to share there. 

ISRAEL ISSUES NEW MUSEUM MEDAL: A new medal issued by the Israel 
Government Coins and Medals Corp. (IGCMC) was struck in Jerusalem 

to commemorate the opening of a new 
museum in Tel Aviv, the "MUSEUM OF 
THE DIASPORA". It was struck in 
59 mm. bronze (100 grams) and in 
45 mm. silver (40 grams). The obverse 
features a seven branched candelabra 
centered on a globe symbolizing the 
connection between Israel and the Jews 
throughout the world.Along the left 
rim, the English inscription "I WILL 
GATHER THEM FROM THE COASTS OF THE 

EARTH" (Jer. 31:8), and in Hebrew near the bottom*center. The reverse 
of the medal bears the stylized Hebrew and English inscription "museum 
of the Jewish diaspora" For additional information as to ordering, write 
IGCMC, 641 Lexington Avenue, New York, N.Y., 10017. 
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AN IMPORTANT NOTICE: The Israel 30th Anniversary coins and the 1979 mint 
sets that were oF diFed this past April have arrived All those who placed 
club orders, please pick up your coins at the September meeting. 

******************** 

(Cont'd from Page 4) 

After the War, Jabotinsky insisted on the need to maintain the Jewish Legion 
in Palestine as a deterrent to an outbreak of Arab hostility (which w 
encouraged by the anti-Zionist policy of the British military). In this, 
he wasnot backed up by any other Zionist leaders and the Jewish Legion was 
dissolved. But, anticipating trouble with Arab extremists, Jabotinsky, l 
1920, organized the Hagana in Jerusalem and led it,during the Passover 
riots of that year, against the mobs urged on by the Grand Mufti. For 
this, he, together with many others, was arrested by the British and sen 
tenced to 15 years imprisonment in Acre Prison. But a storm of indignation 
caused the British Commander in Cairo to quash all indictments against him 
and the others, and they were released. When Jabotinsky l£ft Acre prison, 
he was a hero to all the sections of the yishuv. - , v 

Upon his return to London, he joined the Board of Directors of the Keren 
Hayesod and later, the Zionist Executive Council and promoted a program 
that included a demand for the restoration of the Jewish Legion. But his 
inability to adjust to the delaying tactics of these groups soon led to his 
resignation from these bodies and in 1923 he decided to form an active group 
to revise the then dominant Zionist policies. In 1925, in convention, the 
World Union of Zionist Revisionists and he was elected President. In the 
following years he travelled widely, lecturing brilliantly, and and drawing 
to his ideas, ever larger groups of Jews. All this time he was trying to 
get the WZO to accept his ideas. But in 1931, when the 17th Zionist Congress 
refused to accept his definition of the "aim of Zionism.as the establishment 
of a Jewish State in Eretz Yisroel", he realized.that his only alternative 
was to completely break away from the older Zionist.group and to form an 
independent instrument of Zionist policy as he saw it. 

After Hitler's rise to power in 1933, Jabotinsky ..proposed ^a_tatal boycott 
of Nazi Germany by the Jewish people. This was opposed by the Jewish Agency 
who formed a "Friendship" agreement with the Berlin regime. In 1935, when 
the Zionist General Council introduced a "discipline clause", prohibiting 
"any independent political activities on the part of its membership , he, 
in a Congress in Vienna, founded the New Zionist Organization (NZO) with 
himself as president and with headquarters in London. He independently 
a "policy of alliances" with various European governments interested~in 
solving the problem of their Jewish minorities thru emigration. This policy 
was opposed by many Jews who feared that it might lead to a.recognition of 
the fact that Jews were not an integral part of the populations of those 
countries where they resided. His scheme met with some degree of success in 
several countries, notably Poland, who was happy to have found a solution to 
the problem of its Jewish minority. 

From 1936 on, "illegal immigration into Eretz Yisroel" became a pillar of. 
Jabotinsky's program*, This was reinforced by the Arab riots of 1936 and it 
was then that he established the system of "underground defense forces" that 
originally consisted of the Hagana, the Irgun Zvai Leumi (the Menachim Begin 
group) and later the splinter group from the IZL, tne Stern Group. When 
World War II broke out, he called for the establishment of a Jewish Legion, 
and here he was successful. In February of 1940 he sailed for New York to 
secure additional aid for his Jewish Legion, but in August of that year he 
suffered a heart attack at a camp near New York City and died. 

The writer has not been able to find record of any medals or other numismatic 
memorabilia that were ever issued for Vladimir Jabotinsky and the photograph 
used herein, as well as much of this information, was obtained from the 
Jewish Encyclopedia. 
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INS I BRIEFS 
by Dave Schecter 

The subject of this month's INS I Briefs was undoubtedly one of the most 
interesting and forceful Jews to illuminate the scene of Jewish history 

in the 20th Century. Born in Odessa in 1880, he early 
in life found himself involved in many of the problems 
that plagued the Jewish people. If there is any one 
L f aV thing that can be said about this man, it is that he 

[I ’•* was a non-conformist. Altho connected with a number 

— of groups that were established to help the Jewish 

People, he was from the very beginning, noted for his 
disagreement with many of their methods. He was a 
"bull in the china shop" and broke away from many of 
the traditional Jewish groups to establish splinter 
factions, many of whom in the long run, proved to be 
right. 

In World War I, he founded the Jewish Legion and as 
head of the Betar movement was the inspiration to many 
thousanda of Jewish youth; His policies were always 
notorious for not being popular with the "older school" of Jesish politicians. 
He was an accomplished orator and linguist, fluent in half a dozen languages 
and he practiced both his speech and writing, in a most effective manner, in 
all of them. As a youth, he had very little connection with Jewish tradition. 
At 18, he went to Berne and Rome where he became a disciple of the doctrine 
of socialism. While there, he served as local correspondent for two Odessa 
newspapers, writing both in Russian and in Yiddish. But, after seeing the 
excesses of the B Q lshevik Revolution, he radically revised his attitude 
towards socialism as an economic concept. 

When in the spring of 1903, the danger of a progrom in Odessa seemed imminent, 
he joined a Jewish self-defense group. After the Kishinev pogrom, he im¬ 
mersed himself in Zionist activities and became a delegate to the 6th Zionist 
Congress. Here, he dell under the influence of Theodore Herzl with his idea 
of a Jewish State, altho he disagreed with Herzl as to where it shluld be 
located (Herzl suggested Uganda). He felt that it had to be no place other 
than Eretz Yisroel. Under the aegis of the World Zionist Organization, he 
went to Constantinople in 1909 as editor of four different language publica¬ 
tions (Turkish, French, Hebrew and Ladino). This tho, did not last very 
long. All too soon his independence asserted itself and a disagreement on 
policy with the President of WZO caused him to resign. 

At the outbreak of World War I, he was sent to western Europe as a roving 
correspondent for a Moscow liberal daily. When Turkey declared war on the 
Allied Powers, he was convinced that the breakup of the Ottoman Empire was 
imminent. He fought with WZO to get it to change its neutral stand in 
order to achieve what he saw must be its aims in Palestine after the end of 
the war. In Alexandria, together with Joseph Trumpeldor, he advanced the 
idea of a Jewish Legion, as part of the British Army, to be recruited from 
among the thousands of Jewish deportees from Palestine, as a force to help 
liberate Eretz Yisroel from the Turks. The first result was the establishment 
of the Zion Mule Corps which took part in the Gallipoli campaign. He then 
went to Rome, Paris and London to plead the cause of a full fledged Jewish 
Legion but met with no sympathy, even from the official Zionist leadership 
who insisted on maintaining their neutrality and condemned his "legionist" 
propaganda. But, in 1917 the British government agreed to the establishment 
of three Jewish units, which units were later consolidated into the First 
Judean Regiment. Our subject, VLADIMIR JABOTINSKY, joined the 38th Battalion 
as a Lieutenant and distinguished himself by heading the first company to 
Cont'd on Page 3 
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The 112th general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois 
(INSI) will be held at the 


SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, October 25, 1978 8:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER: Our program for this month is being provided 

by Dr, Gerald Zoot and will consist of a slide/talk presentation of 
the early issues of the stamps of Israel with especial emphasis on 
the historical and numismatic significance of their subject matter. 
Dr 0 Zoot will also show some of the many varieties that occurred in 
these early issues 0 His program promises to be of great interest. 
Don't miss it„ The loser will be you, since this is a program that 
depends greatly on the visual and cannot be adequately described in 
words. 

RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING: It was very gratifying to have so nice 
an attendance at the September meeting„ We urge all who attended to 
return and bring a friend with them. President Morris Goldberg 
opened the meeting by welcoming our guests„ He then told of his 
program of mailing notices and copies of the INSI bulletins to 
various North Side Synagogues, a method by which we hope to gain 
some new members. 

Treasurer Saul Needleman announced that he would accept dues 
for the coming year 1979 and several of the members responded. 

Ben Odesser thanked the club for the kindness that was shown him 
during his recent bereavement. 

The exhibits were next. Saul Needleman showed an album con¬ 
taining covers (postal envelopes with special stamps, cachets or 
cancellations) that had been autographed by some of the United 
States astronauts. Saul now has almost a complete collection of 
these autographed covers. Harry Flower showed a silver and bronze 
medal of Vladimir Jabotinsky, the subject of Dave's article in the 
September bulletin, both of which had been made in Israel some years 
ago. He ahso showed a number of PNC's (Philatelic-Numismatic com¬ 
binations: a cover containing a coin or medal in addition to the 
stamp) that had been issued by various Israel Numismatic Society 
Clubs to commemorate their anniversaries or some other events. 

Dr. Goldber then made two presentations; Ben Odesser was 
presented with an engraved club medal in appreciation of his efforts 
as auctioneer at our last Club Auction; and to Harry Flower for 
being the speaker at two meetings earlier this year 0 

After a recess, during which refreshments were enjoyed, Dr „ 
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Goldberg introduced our speaker, Rabbi Norman Berlat. Most of us know 
Rabbi Berlat from his previous visits and know that his programs are 
always interesting and informative. This one was no exception. His 
program consisted of slides taken at the Jewish Museum of New York 
covering many aspects of the day to day living of many different 
Jewish cultures of the past 2000 years. His photogrpahs were good 
and his narration superb. We thank Rabbi Berlat very much and hope 
that we can again call on him in the future. Programs of this type 
and quality are very desirable. 

INSI PERSONALS: Have you noticed the "new look" at our meetings. 

Any member who has any coins, medals or other memorabilia which are 
surplus to him and who wishes to sell them may display them on the 
table at the rear of the room. Since we do not wish this to become 
an uncontrolled feature of the meeting we ask that any member wishing 
to take advantage of this feature, clear with the president at the 
meeting prior to his bringing his "goodies". We believe that every 
collector is interested in adding to his collection and this is a good 
opportunity to do so. Go back there and look things over. This month 
our exhibitor will be Ben Odesser who will bring part of his collection 
of Judaic tokens and medals that he is interested in selling. Look 
them over carefully 0 You may find something that interests you. 

It was nice seeing some old friends at the September meeting; faces 
belonging to William Lang and Joseph Sporn that we havenot seen for 
some time. We would like to see both of you more often. Why not 
make the 4th Wednesday an INSI habit? 

HELP: Your editor needs some extra INSI Bulletins. He would appreciate 

an extra copy of May 1977, January 1978 and March 1978 bulletins. If 
you have a copy that he may have, please give it to Harry Flower at a. 
meeting or mail it to him at P.0. Box 263, Wheaton, Ill., 60187. Many 
thanks. 

Our birthday greetings this month go to Harry Flower, Cy Lillien 
and Sid Lorber as well as to any other of our members who have October 
birthdays. These have good company; they share their birth month with 
David Ben-Gurion and Moses Montefiore. 

A I N.A„ ACTIVITIES: The Greater Miami Coin Convention, sponsored by 
ADJA will be helH"October 19th to the 22nd, 1978 at the Deauville 
Hotel, Collins Ave. at 67th Street, in Miami Beach, Florida. This will 
be a "complete coin show". Any of our members in Florida at this 
time should attend this important event. In a promotional drive for 
new members, AINA is making a special offer. Any AINA member who signs 
up two new members will receive FREE, the book "Jewish Symbols on 
Ancient Jewish Coins" by Dr. Paul Romanoff. This worth-while offer 
is certainly worth the effort to sign up a couple of people for AINA. 

The dues are still only $8.00 per year. Application blanks were marled 
with your latest copies of the SHEKEL. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTED FOR INSI: President Goldberg has ap¬ 

pointed Stewart ' Ko ppel, ^aul Needleman "and Ben Odesser, as a nominating 
committee to present a slate of officers to head INSI for 1979. Please 
remember, members in good standing may also be nominated from the floor 
at the time of election, the December meeting. 
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ISRAEL RELEASES "FAMILY EVENTS" STATE MEDALS: Three new medals 
from IGCMC are now available, each of them in bronze, silver and 
gold. The subjects of these medals are THE WEDDING, BAR MITZVAH, 
and BAT MITZVAH and they may be ordered from AINA, at PO Box 370, 
Boca Raton, Florida 33432. The bronze medals are priced at $6.30, 
the silver at $13.50 and the gold at $161.50 each. The set of 
three medals is also available in a presentation case for $181.50. 



Obverse Wedding 


Obverse Bar Mitzvah 


Obverse Bat Mitzvah 


OFFICIAL STATE MEDALS OF ISRAEL IN GOLD, SILVER, AND BRONZE 


A.I.N.A. is proud to offer three new State Medals, issued specially to commemorate impor¬ 
tant Jewish family events: Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah and Wedding. 

Each of the three medals is issued in three varieties: bronze (diameter: 59 mm, weight: 
100 grams), silver 900 (diameter: 37 mm, weight: 26 grams) and 18-karat gold (diameter: 30 mm, 
weight: 15 grams). 

Each medal comes with an illustrated brochure explaining the background and the impor¬ 
tance of the event it depicts. The gold medal is delivered in a velvet-lined deluxe box. Com¬ 
plete sets of every medal (in gold, silver and bronze) are available in a special presentation case. 




ISRAEL ISSUES NEW EXPORT MEDAL: A second official IGCMC medal was 

issued in September. This state medal is issued to commemorate 

30 years of Israel's export 
industryo This is the fourth 
of the series; the other three 
are (1) the diamond industry 
medal; (2) the fashion indus¬ 
tries medal; and (3) the metal 
industries medal„ The obverse 
of this medal depicts a stylized 
menorah expanding from the left, 
with the date "1948" to a large 
"MADE IN ISRAEL" and the date 
"1978"o The word "EXPORT" appears at the upper left in both English 
and Hebrew. The reverse is similar to the earlier medals of this 
series, with a pattern of symbolic gears shaped like a menorah, super¬ 
imposed on a stylized globe. Around the rim is the inscription both 
in Hebrew and in English, "MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TOURISM". 
This medal is available in 59 mm. bronze (100 grams) from IGCMC, 641 
Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017 
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INSI BRIEFS 
THE JEWISH CALENDAR 
by Herbert A. Lippitz 


This is the month of the Jewish New Year and some understanding 
of what exactly a Jewish Year is, seems appropriate. 

The Jewish Year consists of twelve months. They are Tishri, 
Cheshvan, Kislev, Tevet, Shevat, Adar I (in leap years there is a 
second month Adar II also), Nisan, Iyar, Sivan, Tammuz, Av and 
Elul. Some of these are 30 days in length, some 29 but of this 
more later„ 

The Jewish calendar is a lunisolar one by which we mean that the 
months are reckoned according to the moon and the year according to 
the sun„ The moon is that period of time between one conjunction 
of the moon with the sun and the next. That conjunction is defined 

as that point in time at which the moon is directly between the 

earth and the sun and thus is invisible„ This is known as the 
or birth. The synodic month is 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes and 
33 1/3 seconds„ The solar year is 365 days, 48 minutes and 46 seconds„ 
Thus the solar year exceeds the synodic or lunar year of 12 months by 
about 11 days. 

The Jewish festivals are fixed, both according to the dates of 
the month and the agricultural seasons. Therefore the cycles of the 
12 lunar months must be adjusted to the solar year in order to prevent 

the Jewish festivals from wandering all over the year. So, an adjustment 

is made by adding an extra month Adar II, in each seven of nineteen 
years (leap years) that constitute the small or lunar cycle of the 
moon. 


In 19 years the solar cycle exceeds the lunar cycle by about 
209 days, or approximately seven months. And so, the leap years 
have been fixed at the years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17 and 19 of the 19 
year solar cycle. 

Since the lunar month is only some 29% days long and one cannot 
conveniently work with partial days, the months have been divided 
between "full" l<r*s and "lacking" io h months; the "full" 
months containing 30 days and the "lacking" ones, 29. The months 
Tishri, Shevat, Nisan and Av are always "full" months of 30 days. 

In a leap year, so is Adar I. The months Tevet, Adar I, Adar II, 
Iyar, Tammuz and Elul are "lacking" months of 29 days duration. 

The months Cheshvan and Kislev, sometimes being 29 and sometimes 
30 days in length. 

Sounds terribly complicated and undoubtedly it involved a great 
deal of mathematical computation, but of such things are calendars 
made. 


Ref: Encyclopedia Judaica 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 


The 113th general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of 
Illinois (INSI) will be held at the _____ 



SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, November 29th, 1978 at 8:00 P.M. 



j Note the change of date. Because of the Thanksgiving Holiday 
I being the day following our regular fourth Wednesday meeting 
| date, it was felt that it would be better to postpone our_ 

| regular meeting for a week. So for this month ONLY, we will 
j be meeting on the 29th of the month, instead of the regular 
j fourth Wendesday. PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR ACCORDINGLY„ 


PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER: Our featured speaker of the evening was 
Dr. Gerald Zoot who spoke about the stamps of Israel with par¬ 
ticular attention being paid to the errorsthat occurred in the 
different series and the bits of history that accompanied them. 

His slides were excellent and vividly portrayed the particular 
examples as he exhibited them 0 For those of us who knew very 
little or nothing about this phase of Judaica, his talk, his 
slides and particularly the album of stamps that he showed, 
were an education 0 We thank him for a most interesting and 
certainly for this writer, entertaining, presentation. 

RECAP OF OCTOBER MEETING: The big feature of course, was the 
report of the nominating committee which consisted of Stewart 
Koppel, Saul Needleman and Ben Odesser. They have selected the 
following members for your consideration to lead INSI during 1979. 


For President 
1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Peggy Goldsmith 
Dave Schecter 
Aaron Kaplan 
Marvin Small 
Selma Kaplan 


A motion was made and seconded to accept the nominations of the 
nominating committee. The motion carried by a floor vote. The 
election will take place during the November meeting. Note that 
members in good standing may be nominated from the floor at the 
time of election. 
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EXHIBITS: Saul Needleman showed a series of early American ornaments 

which, while originally made of gold, are available as replicas 
in gilt plated base metals. They, and the story that came with 
them, were very interesting. Don Oppenheim , gave a fascinating 
resume of his recent trip to Rhosesia, South Africa, Swaziland 
and Argentina and exhibited several examples that showed in a 
most graphic manner what wild running inflation can do to the 
economy and lives of the citizens of.a country. His exhibit con¬ 
sisted of two Argentinian pieces of money, each of them of 10 peso 
denomination. The first, a 10 peso note issued in 1915 was worth 
at that time some $25.00 in American money; the second a coin of 
10 peso denomination is today worth little more than a cent, since 
at the present time the peso of Argentina is valued at some 920 
to the U. S 0 dollar. Quite a drop in 60 years and a bitter remin¬ 
der of what can happen to the ecenomy of any country. Nedless to 
say, this is reflected in the life of the citizenry and a bitter 
life it is. 

INSI PERSONALS:- Our records show Stewart Koppel and Jeffrey 
Lillien have November birthdays. Happy days to you both. In¬ 
cidentally, among the 'big' names who share November birthdays 
with you are Louis Brandeis, Herbert Samuel, Baruch Spinoza 
and Chaim Weitzman. Hope some of the 'yichus' rubs off. 

NEWS FROM ISRAEL GOVERNMENT COINS AND MEDALS CORP.: The IGCMC 
has newly issued a 12 page pamphlet entitled "ISRAEL STATE MEDALS". 

If you did not receive a .copy, write IGCMC, 641 Lexington Avenue, 
Suite 610, New York N. Y.’ for a free copy of this attractive 
booklet. 

Issues to be offered soon are: 

1. The 1978 Hanukka Coin depicting a 14th century French 
Hanukka Lamp"I The coins with a face value of IL25 will be struck 
in both B.U. and Proof. 

2. A new set of Trade Coins, including the 7 pieces in circula¬ 
tion (from one agora to tive lirot) in their regular metals and 
unmintmarked. This set will be distributed on a yearly basis 
starting with the 5739 (1979) series. These are in addition to 
the Official Mint Marked set. The new set will not be limited as 
to quantity and will be sold throughout the year. 

Final mintage figures issued by IGCMC for the two 1978 issues are: 

1978 independence day coins- Silver B.U. 40,500 

Silver proof 22,000 

Gold Proof 12,100 

1978 Mint marked Sets 57,200 

POLAND ISSUES JANUSZ KORCZAX COINS: Of interest to the collector 
of Judaica are the two silver 100 zlotych commemorative coins 
just issued by the Polish Peoples Republis. These are both .625 
silver, 32mm. and were struck at the Warsaw mint. They commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the birth of Janusz Korczak (born Henryk 
Goldsmit), physician and educator. The regular B.U. issue of 30,000 
sells for $12.00 and the Proba or pattern issue of 3,000 is $20.00. 
The portraits on the two pieces are different. They are available 
from most coin dealers. 


PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER: MASADA- a slide talk by Stanley Yulish 
will be the feature of the November meeting. __ 













OF ILLINOIS 

DECEMBER,1978 


ANNUAL INSTALLATION DINNER 


Why? Our annual get-together. 

To honor our outgoing officers, 
and greet our new officers. 

Where? Skokie Holiday Inn 

5300 W. Touhy Avenue, Skokie,Illinois. 

When? Sunday, January 28,1978. 

Time? 6 PM. 

The meal? Full course dinner-Choice of 

Chicken Kiev orBroiled White Fish. 

Price? $10.50 per person ($21.00/couple or $10. 50 /single) 

Once a year INSI members are invited to honor the new 
club officers and our outgoing officers. For some, this 
is the only opportunity to meet old friends and enjoy 
a fine meal with interesting entertainment. Please come 
to show your support of the club. You are invited to 
bring family and friends. 

Because time is short, please make your reservations at 
the December Channukah meeting. If you are unable to attend 
send your reservation to INSI Club, Box 421, Skokie Illinois, 
60076 

************ 

C hannukah Party Meeting . 

FOR A FINE TIME_Attend the annual Channukah 

party meeting at the Skokie Library, 8PM-December 27 th- 

Wednesday evening. 

Lots of refreshements, old friends to visit with, a brief 
pleasurable meeting including a SHOW AND TELL for those'who 
want to bring items of interest. Bring your friends, 
family, and anyone else you think w^ll enjoy our sociability. 

************* 


Please note: The official address of the Israel Numismatic 
Society of Illinois is Bqx ^ 21 

Skokie,Illinois 60076 . 

Please address all correspondence,bills,etc., to the above 
address. 


************* 








THE NEW CHANNUKAH COIN ISSUE,1978 . 


Orders for this coin will be taken at the December meeting 
only, as the deadline is this month. The engraved picture 
on this coin is taken from a 14th century Channukah lamp 
from France. The back is in the form of a triangle with 
a symbolic design stamped out which is copied from a 
llth-12th century Late Romanesque window. Below that 
are 12 windows which represent the 12 entrance gates of 
the Temple in Jerusalem. On a horizontal platform in front 
of the windows are 8 places, each for a bit of oil and a 
wick for lighting the lamps,and a place for the shamos wick. 

Prices for this coin are very modest in comparison to that 
charged in previous years: 

1978 Hanukah B.U. each $5.00 

1978 Hanukah Proof " 10.00 

1979 Official uncirculated 

Set each 1.80 

If you cannot attend the December meeting, please mail 
check to IN3I, P.0. Box421, Skokie,Illinois 60076 
Election of officers **fi£*£fte^ovem$er meeting the following 
members were elected: President, Peggy Goldsmith; 1st Vice 
President, Dave Schecterj2nd Vice president, Aaron Kaplan’ 
Se e ^e t a ry t R - ie - hard Small t Trea s ur e r, Selma K a plan . 












It is with sadness in our heart that we announce 
the passing of Dave Schecter on Sunday, December3, 

1978. Dave was a scholar, numismatist and historian. 

A frequent contributor to INSI Briefs, he recently agreed 
to become editor of The Bulletin, and Vice President of 
INSI. His full and unhesitating support of our club 
will be missed. The measure of our dear friend was 
shown when the Rabbi described him as a "truly rennaisance 
man." We extend condolensces to his family and friends 
with the knowledge that as long as we live, his memory will 
live with us. 


As is our custom, we include on the following page a bit 
of Jewish history. This time we have an article by our 
late good friend, Dave Schecter on the"Jewish Kingdoms 
After the Second Revolt." Dave was in the process of 
preparing this issue of the bulletin when he had finished 
the article and had gone to the temple to attend a concert. 
There he had succumbed. It is probably no more fitting 
tribute to him than to show how he worked and thought 
until the very end of his life; complete with involvement 
in Jewish culture. 






JEWISH KINGDOMS AFTER THE SECOND REVOLT -135 to 1948AD 
by Dave Schecter 

Apparently, many persons are under the impression that the only 
Jewish State that has existed since Biblical times in the State of 
Israel which came into being in 1948. As with many impressions, this 
too, is a false one. 

Back in the 7th century there was a Kingdom of Turkish people in 
the south of Russia between the Black and Caspian Seas. Sometime about 
800 AD, their ruler Bulan decided that the polytheism they were prac¬ 
ticing was unsatisfactory and that their deistic requirments might much 
better be met by a monotheistic religion. After shopping around between 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism, he decided on the latter and the Khazars 
became Jews and strict Orthodox Jews at that. This Jewish Kingdom lasted 
for several hundred years. Their coinage remains a mystery, altho there 
is no doubt but that coins were issued since they controlled silver mines 
in the Caucasus and used the metal to pay their troops. Their coins were 
in imitation of the Arab coins of the day because of the Biblical injunc¬ 
tion against striking graven images of any of God's creations. But to 
this date very little is known about their coinage. 

One of King Solomon's wives was a Kushi, a princess of Ethiopia, 
who, when she came to Jerusalem to be married, brought with her a large 
retinue, many of whom married with Solomon's Jewish subjects. When the 
King died, his Kushi wife returned to Ethiopia with her retinue as well 
as many of the people they had married and their offspring. Thus, the 
Jewish Falasha Kingdom was born. At its height, it included 1/3 of 
Ethiopia. This Jewish Kingdom lasted for over a thousand years but was 
terminated in the 17th century when its ruler, Gideon, was killed in battle. 
That they issued coins, while questionable, is very likely. In all prob¬ 
ability the same restricions that existed among the Khazars would apply. 
These Falasha Jews, altho greatly decreased in number, still exist in 
Ethiopia and practice the faith of their forefathers. 

Another Jewish Kingdom was that of Himara whose King Abu Kariba 
converted to Judaism about 500 BC. His son Zorach took the name Joseph 
when he converted. By decree the entire Kingdom was converted to Judaism. 
This Kingdom tho, had a very short life, some thirty years only. An in¬ 
teresting postscript is the fact that the descendants of this Kingdom 
were the subjects of "Operation Magic Carpet", who were relocated to 
Israel in 1949-50. 

Still another was the Jewish principality of Mahoza, a city in 
Babylon whose inhabitants were all Jews, which rose in rebellion in 
the 6th century and lasted for seven years on the shores of the Tigris 
until conquered by the Persians. 

An anomaly in "Jewish Kingdoms" might be said to be that established 
by Julius Popper, a Jewish Rumanian adventurer in Tierra del Fuego at the 
southernmost tip of Argentina in the late 1880's. He issued two gold coins 
in 1889. His 1 gram coin "El Paramo" (a high cold region in Spanish) 
and the 5 gram coin was called "Lavaderos se Oro del Sur" (washings of 
gold of the south). His "Kingdom" lasted until 1893 when an expeditionary 
force sent by the Argentine government arrested him and ended his Kingdom. 


Ref: Friedenberg- Jewish Minters 




